
Table 1-2:  Global Warming Potentials and Atmospheric Lifetimes (Years) Used in this Report  
Gas Atmospheric Lifetime GWPa 
Carbon dioxide (CO2) 50-200 1 
Methane (CH4)b 12±3 21 
Nitrous oxide (N2O) 120 310 
HFC-23 264 11,700 
HFC-32 5.6 650 
HFC-125 32.6 2,800 
HFC-134a 14.6 1,300 
HFC-143a 48.3 3,800 
HFC-152a 1.5 140 
HFC-227ea 36.5 2,900 
HFC-236fa 209 6,300 
HFC-4310mee 17.1 1,300 
CF4 50,000 6,500 
C2F6 10,000 9,200 
C4F10 2,600 7,000 
C6F14 3,200 7,400 
SF6 3,200 23,900 
Source:  (IPCC 1996) 
a 100 year time horizon 
b The GWP of CH4 includes the direct effects and those indirect effects due to the production of tropospheric ozone and stratospheric water 
vapor.  The indirect effect due to the production of CO2 is not included. 
 


